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POPULAR FRONT IN JORDAN 
SEIZES INTERCONTINENTAL HOTEL 

by Sheila Ryan § George Cavalletto 
LIBERATION News Service 
AMMAN, Jordan (LNS) -- When Jordanian troops 
began to shell the A1 Wahdat refugee camp in 
Amman during the June crisis, the Popular Front 
for the Liberation of Palestine seized the Jordan 
I ntercontinental Hotel <• 

The Jordan Intercontinental is the extrava- 
gant stopping place of western journalists, who can 
take a dip in the swimming pool between interviews 
with government and embassy personnel. And when 
they settle down in front of the picture windows 
with a beer to write up their accounts of the 
last crisis, they can overlook Amman, a dust- 
colored city rising on sevendesert hills, crammed 
with half a million people, most of them refugees. 

A1 Wahdat is the home of 80,000 Palestinians 
who have lived there in tin and burlap shanties, 
subsisting on U,N„ rations of about a dime a day 
since they were driven out of their homes in 
194® to make way for the state of Israel, 

"Those tin tents," said a Popular Front 
spokesman, "are more valuable to us than the 
luxurious quarters of the Intercontinental Hotel, 
The Palestinian refugees stir little com- 
passion in the hearts of right-wing Jordanian 
officialSc Those officals, like the U„S» gov- 
ernment, are interested in a rapproachment with 
Israel, which requires the suppression of Pale- 
stinian commando action. 

So Jordanian generals, using their elite 
units and the training and equipment received 
through the CIA, moved against the commandos 
in early June,, Their strategy was to smash the 
commando movement by terrifying the people, 

For three days, A1 Wahdat and other refugee 
camps were pounded intermittently with artillery 
and heavy machine gun fire 

Many of the journalists in the Intercontin- 
ental were part of the apparatus that set the 
forces in motion for the shelling of the camps 
The commercial media has continually lied about 
the plight of the Palestinians -- denying their 
very existence for many years, distorting the 
justice of their cause, building support for aid 
to Israel and pressure to suppress the commandos 
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So the Popular Front seized the Hotel and 
held the Americans, British and West Germans hos- 
tage, Around Amman, in the hills and refugee camps, 
the brunt of the fighting was borne by thePales- 
tinian people's militia, assisted by a small number 
of regular commandos from Fateh, the Democratic 
Popular Front and the PFLP< The casualties continued 
to mount until perhaps a thousand, maybe more, were 
killed and wounded, most of them civilians. 

Finally King Hussein capitulated. The shelling 
of the camps stopped, and two of the ari# officers 
directly responsible for it were dismissed. 

Early on the morning of June 12, members of 
the Popular Front woke the hostage hotel guests. 

Some of the guests grumbled about the earliness of 
the hour as they pulled on their expensive cloth- 
ing, The Popular Front Forces had not eaten a meal, 
or taken a cigarette from the hotel or slept in a 
bed. 

After the hostages assembled. Dr. George Ha- 
bash, leader of the Popular Front, told them that 
they were released, and gave the following explana- 
tion of the action: * * * 

" Our code of morals is our revolution. What 
saves our revolution, what helps our revolution, 
what protects our revolution is right, is very right, 
and very honorable and very noble and very beauti- 
ful, because our revolution means justice, means 
having our homes back, having our country back. 

We don't wake up in the morning to have a cup 
of milk with Nescafe and then spend half an hour 
before the mirror thinking of flying to Switzerland 
or having one month in this country or one month 
in that country. We con't have the thousands of 
millions of dollars that you in America and Britain 
have , 

Our wives wait for the water, whether it will 
cone at 10 o'clock in the morning, 12 o'clock or 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, . , 

We have lived in this condition not for one 
day, not for two days, not for three days. Not for 
one week, not for two weeks, not for three weeks. 

Not for one year, not for two years, but for 22 years 
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Ladies and gentlemen, 1 feel that it is my 
duty to explain to you why we did what we did. Of 
course, from a liberal point of view, I feel 
sorry for what happened, and I am sorry that we 
caused you some trouble during the last two or 
three days. 

But leaving this aside, I hope that you will 
understand, or at least try to understand, why 
we did what we did. 

Maybe it will be difficult for you to under- 
stand our point of view- People living in different 
circumstances think along different lines „ They 
cannot think in the same manner as we, the Pales- 
tinian people; and the conditions we have been 
living in for a good number of years, all these 
conditions have modeled our way of thinking* We 
cannot help it* 

You can understand our way of thinking when 
you know a very basic fact* We, the Palestinians, 
for 22 years, for the last 22 years, have been 
living in camps and tents. We were driven out of 
our country, our houses, our homes and our lands, 
driven out like sheep and left here in refugee 
camps in very inhumane conditions,. 

For 22 years our people have been waiting in 
order to restore our rights, but nothing happened. 
Three years ago circumstances became favorable 
that our people could carry arms to defend their 
cause and start to fight to restore their rights, 
to go back to their country and liberate their 
country. After 22 years of injustice, inhumanity, 
living in camps, with nobody caring for us, we 
feel that we have the full right to protect our 
revolution. We have all the right to protect our 
revolution 

America is against us. We know this very 
well.. We feel this very well. We felt it last 
year, from the aid of the Phantoms to Israel,. Ameri- 
ca is against our revolution. They work through the 
reactionary regime m Jordan and the reactionary re' 
gime in Lebanon, 

Every time the Amer icansmove through the re- 
gimes we lose men, we lose blood, we give sacri- 
fice. [When elements of the Jordanian army moved 
against the Palestinian resistance] on the tenth 


of February, there was something like 50 casual- 
ties at least* 

This time [in the June crisis] we felt, to 
be frank with you, that this attempt, at least 
from their own point of view, seems to be the final 
attempt- I mean to say, we felt that this time 
they are determined to smash the revolution no 
matter what level the sacrifices were. 

Here, we felt that we have all the right in 
the world to protect our revolution. We remembered 
all the miseries, all the injustices, our people 
and the conditions they had lived under, the cold- 
ness with which world opinion looks at our cause, 
and so we felt that we will not permit them to 
crush us. c o 

So we put counter plans, deciding that we 
should win. One of the items in this plan was 
you -- what happened here* We felt that we have 
the full right to make pressure here on the re- 
actionary regime and in America and all forces, 
and this will be the winning card in our hand. . . 

I am also glad that things and conditions 
went the way they should, because, to be frank, 
we were fully determined that if they had 
smashed us in the camps, we would have blown all 
of this building and the Philadelphia Hotel, 
all over. We were really determined to do this. 

Why? Because we know that our revolution 
will continue even if they crush us here in 
Amman and we want your governments to know 
that from now on the Front will mean every word 
it says. 

(TEXT OF SPEECH CONTINUES ON 
NEXT PAGE!) 
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You are not better than our people. In the 
last incidents there were something like 500 cas- 
ualties, at the least number, believe me, at the 
least number. 

Ladies and gentlemen, I feel so much reliev- 
ed now that we were not put in a comer and 
forced to do all that we were determined to do in 
case conditions went that way. 

I know the liberal way of thinking. I know 
it very well. I know how difficult it would be to 
-convince you. I know that some of you will be 
saying at presemt, "What do I have to do with 
these conditions? This is very unfair amd very 
unjust and rude and selfish." 

All right. Conditions in which people live, 
these conditions actually determine their way of 
thinking and code of morals. 

We tried our best, and I hope we succeeded 
in this, that during your presence in the hotel 
under the auspices of the front, you would be 
treated the best way we can. 

This is the first time we ? ve managed a 
hotel. Our men, I am sure, know how to fight 
very well, but I don't know to what extent 
they were good at managing the hotel. 

The day before yesterday A1 Wahdat Camp was 
shelled for more than half an hour. It was 
very natural to start thinking at that time 
about executing the item [the hotel explosion] . 

We held our nerves very well. 

Ladies and Gentlemen, you have to excuse 
my English. 

From the personal side, let me say that 
I apologize to you. I am very sorry about your 
troubles for three or four days. But from 
a revolutionary point of view, we feel, we will 
continue to feel, that we have the very, very 
full right to do what we did. 

Thank you very much . 

-30- 
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BUFFALO COPS GET NEW COP CARS 
TO USE DURING TIME OFF 

LIBERATION News Service 
BUFFALO, N.Y. (LNS) -- If you live 
in Buffalo, don r t be surprised if you see a 
cop car drive past you with a sport -shirted 
man in the driver's seat, his wife 
beside him, and three kids playing in the 
back seat. 

Under a grant of $130,000 to New York 
State from the Law Enforcement Assistance Admin- 
istration, a division of the U.S. department 
of justice, the Buffalo police department is 
getting 66 shiny new police cars. 

These cars, complete with markings, radio 
and sirens, will be assigned to police officers 
both on and off duty. 

The idea is to "create added police vis- 
ibility." Behind the plan are some basic 
assumptions about crime in America -- namely, 
that we are all potential criminals and we 
only accept authroity and obey "law" because 
we are scared by the presence of cops. In 
Buffalo where cops assigned to a univer- 
sity campus cheered militaristic movies shown 
to them in a gym where they were quartered -- 
the police state gets nearer every day. 

-30- 

INDONESIA DENIES LEFTISTS A VOTE 

DJAKARTA, Indonesia (LNS) -- More 
than 1.7 million Indonesians will be prohibited 
from voting in next summer's general elections 
because of their sympathies with the 
now outlawed Communist Party > Indonesia's 
General Board of Elections has decided. 

At one point the Communist Party was a 
major force in Indonesian politics, and the 
largest Communist Party in the world outside 
the socialist countries. But in 1965 General 
Suharto rose to power and hundreds of thousands 
of leftists were massacred in a move heavily 
backed, if not engineered, by the CIA, accord- 
ing to most foreign press sources , 

-30- 
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WOMEN FREE JOAN BIRD 
LIBERATION News Service 
NEW YORK (LNS) -- On International Women’s 
Day, when 500 women surrounded the House of 
Detention chanting ’’Free Joan Bird!” it was 
largely a symbolic act. The women inside the 
House of D shouted back at us ’’Raise our Bail!” 
as we were driven from the scene by police. 

At five- thirty in the afternoon, Monday, 

July 7, Joan Bird -- gray-faced and very thin, 
but smiling -- walked down the steps of the 
Women’s House of Detention, where she has been 
incarcerated for over a year on $100,000 ransom. 

Two hundred women were waiting in front of 
the House of D when Joan, surrounded by re- 
porters, vowed to ’’fight to free all other 
political prisoners in fascist America.” Inside 
the red brick monolith , junkies , prostitutes, and 
other political prisoners were yelling and 
chanting to the women outside. Word spreads 
fast in the House of D, and everyone knew Joan 
Bird was getting out. 

Joan Bird is 20 years old. She has been 
in and out of jail since Jan. 17, 1969, when she 
was brutally beaten, threatened, and questioned 
non-stop for 10 hours. She had been picked up 
on the scene of what the pigs describe as a 
’’sniper attack against police,” No one accused 
her of doing any shooting. Joan was released 
Feb. 4, 1969 on $5,000 bail, rearrested a few 
days later with other Panthers on a phoney hold- 
up charge, re-released on another $5,000 bail, 
and then arrested once more with 20 other Panthers 
on April 2. The 21 are charged with conspiring 
to blow up New York department stores, police 
stations, and the Bronx Botanical Gardens. 

The only other woman charged, Afeni Shakur, was 
released from the Women’s House of Detention 
earlier this year, also on $100,000 bail, 

”$1 from 100,000 Women” was the slogan of 
the Committee to Free Joan Bird, part of a city- 
wide Women's Union. For several months the 
women worked to raise Joan's bail, with benefits, 
mailings, leaflets and street actions. 

Monday was just another dull day in the 
County Clerk’s office -- then a dozen people 


came to pay the money to release Joan Bird. 

* ^ 

There were Joan’s two lawyers (Sandy Katz and 
Mike Standard), Father Lucas, black Chairman 
of the National Panther Defense Committee, a 
woman from the Committee to Free Joan Bird, Mr. 
and Mrs. Bird, two of the Panther 21 already 
out on bail -- Afeni and Jamal -- and several 
members of the Panther Defense Committee. 

Because of the uncertain state of the 
Market, $40,000 was all it took to "purchase” 

$100,000 worth of State bonds. 

While the two lawyers and Father Lucas were 
transacting business behind a closed door, Afeni 
Shakur was softly singing revolutionary songs 
from Elaine Brown's album ’’Seize the Time.” The 
secretaries in the office gazed with some 
curiosity at the motley group who had come to 
free a Black Panther. ("It was as if they were 
looking for our horns and tails,” one woman 
from the Committee reported.) After a half 
hour, Mike Standard emerged from the clerk's 

office shouting, "Let's go get her!” 

* * * 

Joan Bird stood in the foyer of the Women's 
House of Detention. The press rushed forward, 
keeping her from stepping out into the world. 

The 200 waiting women shouted, "Let her out of 
the jail!” A circle of Panthers surrounded 
and greeted Joan, who then crossed the street so 
she could be seen by the women inside the House. 

Joan chanted with everyone else for several 
minutes. Inside and out, women shouted, very 
much as we had on International Women's Day. 

Joan got into a waiting car with her parents. 

Father Lucas, and Afeni. As the car drove off, 

Afeni leaned out of the window, raised a fist 
to the dispersing crowd, and yelled ’’POWER!” 
to her sisters watching from the windows of 
the House of D. 

Joan's trial is expected to begin in August. 

-30- 
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”My wish is to ride the tempest, tame the 

waves, kill the sharks. I want to drive the 

enemy away to save our people. I will not resign 
myself to the usual lot of women who bow their 
heads and become concubines.” -- Trieu, 3rd century 
Vietnamese peasant woman who led insurrectio n against 
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. D.C. COPS HONOR AMERICA 

BY BUSTING PANTHERS 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (LNS) -- Some members of 
the Washington police force celebrated Honor Ameri- 
ca Day July 4 at the new Black Panther Party 
office on 17th Street Northwest here. 

After a political education class, community 
people and Panthers sat on the front steps of 
their recently renovated three-story brownstone 
singing and chanting "The only solution is Re- 
volution" and "Power to the People." A cop car 
pulled up, and the white man in blue made a V- 
sign. Then he emerged from the car, walked up 
to the people and told them to shut up. They kept 
on singing. 

After he returned to his car, another radio 
car pulled up and a black man in blue got out, 
repeating the performance. But the people still 
kept on singing. 

This time, the cop started swinging his 
billy club at people's heads, Unarmed, the men, 
women and children on the steps ran inside for 
cover -- but not before someone threw a brick at 
a cop's head, sending him to the hospital where 
he was reported in critical condition. 

As the people bolted their front door, patrol 
cars pulled up from all directions in what looked 
like a well-coordinated raid. 

Cops forced open an old mail slot and stuck 
a gun inside. "Don't shoot. We're not armed," 
the people said, as they lay on the floor for 
protection . 

Then the cops broke down the door, poured 
in and started hitting and breaking everyone 
and everything in sight -- using guns, crowbars, 
carjacks, billy clubs. Tina Schoop, an 81/2 
year-old child, got kicked and thrown down the 
stairs , 

One cop said, "We should shoot all these 
niggers in here." Another said, "I'm gonna get 
me some black ass tonight." 

As the beatings went on inside, the cops 
grabbed the children, including two small babies, 
and put them in the paddy wagon outside. After 
they broke things up, stole a tape recorder and 
$900 in cash, the cops shoved the rest of the 
people -- 14 in all -- into paddy wagons and 
drove them around for two hours. They couldn't 
go to the 13th Precicnt because a crowd of about 
300 angry commu 'tty people had gathered there to 
wait for them. The cops turned off che wagon's 
fan and lights, so the people nearly suffocated. 

After making a few stops, they drove to 
the 2nd precinct, in another neighborhood, where 
they made the people wait for an hour and a half 
for a drink of water. They beat heads, threw 
young Tina Schoop against the wall, and then 
booked the Panthers and community people on 
disorderly conduct and fined them each $10. 

-30- 
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STILL MORE PANTHER BUSTS, AS 
LONNIE'S TRIAL ENTERS 4TI1 WEEK 
by John Bancroft 
LIBERATION News Service 

NEW HAVEN (LNS) -- As jury selection 

continues inside Superior Court for Panther Lonnie 
McLucas, the first of the Neu Haven 9 to come to 


trial, police have busted three more New Haven 

Panthers and three of their supporters in the 

space of seven days. --without search warrant 

In the most recent bust. New Haven police/ 

--kicked in the door of Panther community workers, 
arresting Panther Elise Brown, black community 
worker Janet Best, and white community worker 
Jim Wilson, on July 1, and charged them with 
possession of drugs (diet pills.) and dangerous 
weapons (legally registered guns.) 

This current wave of Panther busts in the 
New Haven area began while Police Chief James 
Ahem was in Washington at the first meeting 
of Nixon's Commission on Campus Disorders. 

Ahern earned his place on Nixon's commission by 
presiding proudly over the police force that 
busted the entire New Haven Panther Chapter and 
Panther Chairman Bobby Seale last year for 
allegedly murdering fellow Panther Alex Rackley 
(a Panther in good standing who the Panthers are 
convinced was killed by police). It was Ahem 
who issued the press release the night of the 
arrests, which luridly described the alleged 
murder and evidence seized, and insured the pre- 
trial publicity which has made his "law 
enforcers" look good while preparing the way 
for the Panthers' electrocution. 

While Ahem was in Washington, the first 
of the current wave of incidents occurred. A 
New Haven cop was beaten up and disarmed in the 
black community after he tried to bust up 
a children's drill exercise. This made the 
police so angry, according to one report, that 
several officers prepared; without Ahern’s 
approval, for a full-scale attack on the main 
Panther headquarters at Sylvan Avenue. That 
Panther raid didn't happen, but one cop had to 
be physically restrained by other policemen 
at headquarters. 

Shortly after that incident, two white 
members of the Panther Defense Committee were 
arrested. At the police station, one of them 
was offered a revolver -- unloaded of course -- 
and was invited to try it. "They said they 
would shove a stick of dynamite up our asses 
and make us light the fuse," one of them ex- 
plained. "We were told to get out of New Haven 
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by the week-end or pack a gun." 
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When Ahem got back to town, he tried to 
"consolidate" the situation, denying the reports 
that the Defense Commitee members had been threat- 
ened or that any attack was planned on the Pan- 
thers. But the very next day, Ahern's men arrest- 
ed Panther Doug Fauntleroy for allegedly beating 
up the cop, and Ahern announced that several more 
people would be busted on the same charge. Three 
days later, the arrests for "dangerous weapons 
and drugs" took place. Ahem assured the press 
that "the raid and subsequent arrests were not re- 
lated to the local Black Panther Party or the 
organization’s activities ." 

Meanwhile, the courtroom scene has become 
tougher for both the defense and the Panther 
supporters in the spectator section. As more and 
more people try to get in to see the proceedings 
for themselves, the 25 seat spectator section 
becomes more and more inadequate, and tensions 
in the courtroom rise. (There is a larger court- 
room just across the hall, but the judge is not 
interested in having more spectators witness the 
proceedings.) A woman recently complained to the 
guards that this was supposed to be a public 
trial, and that she wanted to get in. For es- 
pousing such dangerous ideas, the woman was bar- 
red from the courtroom the next day, even though 
she was one of the first people in line. 

Judge Harold Mulvey, who was forced to dis- 
miss well over 100 potential white jurors for 
blatant prejudice the week before, is now refus- 
ing to excuse many people who are obviously too 
biased to be fan jurors. One such candidate is 
a member of the National Rifle Association, an 


keep that person orr the jury, tor example, a 
year-old black school teacher said she knew little 
about the Panthers and would be a fair and impartial 
juror. She was rejected by the prosecution, Simi- 
larly, a white history teacher, about 50, was re- 
jected -- apparently because he had side bums. 

Since the judge and the State's Attorney have 
so much power in the selection process, the defense 
is forced to accept bland, mostly middle-aged 
jurors. The latest selection was a little white- 
haired old lady who is retired, a member of the 
Rebecca Society (the ladies auxiliary of the Odd 
Fellows), and has "no views on anything." 

So far 187 candidates have been questioned, 
with 12 jurors and one alternate selected, Three 
more alternates must still be picked. 

As the trial goes into its fourthweek, it is 
becoming increasingly clear that the court pro- 
ceedings are closely influenced by events outside 
the courtroom. Two candidates in a row, when quest- 
ioned, said they "knew the defendant had been as- 
sociated with violence in Cambridge, Maryland, 1 ' 
Apparently the 50 candidates sitting in the waiting 
room had decided that Lonnie was really Rap Brown! 
Other candidates indicated that they "knew" that 
Lonnie tried to escape from prison, and that he 
had been the one who tortured Rackley. 

The judge and the State's Attorney are also 
affected by forces outside the courtroom. When the 
defense asked one person if he would be prejudiced 
by demonstrations outside the courtroom, both the 
judge and State's Attorney chimed in that there 
hadn't been any demonstrations that day! They check 
very carefully to see what kind of support Lonnie 
has in the outside world. 

In this instance, their facts were wrong, and 
the defense corrected them. There had indeed been 
a demonstration that day. It was the first day of 


auxiliary policeman with a son in the FBI. He a Free Breakfast Program that will rake place 

owns six guns including a .38 pistol, but thinks daily on the New Haven Green right across from the 

people "should only have guns for sporting pur- courthouse. Court spectators and others m the ai^a 

poses," He also said he "associates the Panthers are offered a free meal at 9:00 a.m. by Panther 

with violence," and that he "knew that Rackley supporters. After all, you can't fight the har- 

had been burned, mutilated, and shot." Nonethe- assment and injustice you see in the courtroom on 
less, the judge decided he was an acceptable an empty stomach, 

juror, forcing the defense to use one of its -30- 


dwindling number of peremptory chal lenges to dis- 
qualify him. 


't'kk-kk-kk* * * **•* + X*-****-*-* -* x * + k k tr tr k k k k -k * k k k 

.Those brave ones who struggle against death 
he ones who bring new life into the world, 


On the other hand, when someone who might be even though they die to do so, even though are 

hearts are broken when they die..." 

one of Lonnie’s peers comes up as a candidate, 

t --Richard Wright 

the prosecution uses one of its chalJenve' 
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NO ROOM AT THE TOP: 

FIVE ORGANIZERS SPEAK 

By Five Durham Organizers 
LIBERATION News Service 

DURHAM, N,C* L LNS 3 -- Five women and one 
man were summarily fired from their jobs as white 
community organizers in Durham, N.C.’s ’’Experiment 
in Parallel Organization” recently- These 
firings were the latest and most extreme move 
in a long series of actions demonstrating that 
the Experiment in Parallel Orgnaization is indeed 
parallel -- to the autocratic, male chauvinist, 

elitist society we are all trying to change. 

+ *■ *■ 

The Experiment in Parallel Organization 
was funded by the Office of Economic Opportunity 
through the local antipoverty agency. Operation 
Breakthrough, in the summer of 1968. It received 
federal money to set up a community organizing 
project among poor whites in Durham, since the 
existing Operation Breakthrough programs were 
almost totally aimed at the black community-. 

The E.P.P staff was to go out into the 
working class white neighborhoods in Durham and 
organize people into councils, where they would 
supposedly learn that they could bring about 
change through collective action, and that they 
could control the institutions which influence 
their lives. 

When Skip Bridge, the Project Head, usurped 
the staff’s right to decide on all hiring and 
promoting procedures and individually promoted 
two staff members, the E.P.P staffers voted 
13-6 to re-emphasize their determination that 
collective decision-making -- including hiring 
new members -- must be a basic tenet of the 
project. Bridge, citing the need for staff ”dis- 
cipline,” unilaterally overruled the majority 
vote on this matter and m four other areas where 
the staff had voted to limit his role His 
stock reply to all disagreements was ’’agree to 
work under me or resign ” 

When one organizer resigned to protest the 
arbitrary, dictatorial position taken by Bridge, 
six staff members backed her up and confronted 
the ”boss ” The six -- ail of them were neighbor- 
hood organizers -- were fired three days later 


for ’’storming the office.” Two other neighbor- 
hood organizers resigned shortly after this 
incident , 

Male Supremac y in E*P 0» 

From the beginning, E.P.O. was built as 
a male-dominated organization. A brief look 
at salaries shows clearly that the power lies in 
male hands. The first boss (a manj makes 
$10,000, the second boss (a man] makes almost 
$9,000. The newspaper editor (a man) makes 
almost $7,000, Several other men make $4644 
per year* The one male volunteer averages 
$130 a month. 

Two women get $4644 per year -- and both of 
them have been with the project more than twice 
as long as the Project Head (first boss), and at 
least as long as the newspaper editor. All the 
other women get $4900 per year or less, ranging 
down to $130 a month. 

While no woman has ever received a salary 
near those of the top four men, the men at the 
top are very apologetic about asking a man to 
work at the low salary they expect women to 
accept gratefully * 

Ten of the 19 staff members are women, all 
of whom are relegated to subordinate roles: 
two in the daycare center, one as a secretary, 
seven as Foot-workers -- door-to-door organizers 
in the hot sun and in the cold rain. 

The male staff members include: 

** The two bosses who sit in the air- 
conditioned offices of Operation Breakthrough -- 
’’supervising”; 

The newspaper editor, who sits in the air- 
conditioned E.P .O office -- putting out one 
four-page newspaper every two weeks, with the 
second boss’ girlfriend to help him out; 

** One recreation worker who holds another 
job daily til 3 pm* This part-timer gets the 
same salary as the full-time women workers; 

** One driver who hasn’t been driving -- can’t 
be reached during the day because he stays out 
of telephone contact; 

Two youth workers; 

** Two Foot workers, only one of whom works 
as consistently as the majority of the female 
neighbo rhood workers. 
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In sum, only one man performs full-time the 
work that is the guts of the project, door-to-door 
organizing -- and he is praised inordinately for 
his efforts at this work, i,e, ’’women's work ” 
While a man is allowed off twice a week as 
’’payment” for his babysitting, no woman on the 
staff is allowed to only work four-fifths of 
each week at full pay. In addition, women on 
the staff have been forced to spend substantial 
parts of their salaries for child care, 

In the fall and winter of 1969 a man who 
seemed to have trouble defining himself and his 
role in the project was allowed to come to the 
office every day and read magazines and under- 
ground papers there -- and was then allowed to 
choose to work on the newspaper, 

In the spring, when a woman was dissatisfied 
with the direction of the project and her 
assigned role, she was given an ultimatum to 
follow orders of b.e fired -- then she was 
"allowed” to take five days of leave without pay 
to make up her mind. 

Structures We Build 

Given the male- -dominated E,.P.O t staff and 
the society we live m, the discrimination against 
women extends deeply into "ACT,” the autonomous 
organization of working class people we have 
been trying to build. A huge majority of the 
members of ACT are women. Those who attend 
neighborhood council meetings are predominantly 
female. But the first officers of ACT are men. 

The second group of officers, presiding over the 
city-wide ACT Board, includes three men and one 
woman -- she’s the secretary. 

Elitism in E P Q 

E.P.O. is and has been run from the top 
down. The people who see themselves as founders, 
the two "bosses,” have remained in positions of 
leadership, exploiting the mythsof expertise 
and seniority in subtle ways to justify their 
positions and salaries 

The length of time organizers have been 
around and the experience they have gotten while 
the founders avoided neighborhood work doesn't 
count. The three top men have built a structure 
that provides no channels for people to be 


trained to replace them. 

Staff meetings and especially staff 
training sessions have generally been run like a 
classroom, with the boss sitting at the front 
and playing teacher. "Teacher” would always be 
IS to 30 minutes late to the meetings, while 
the staff members sat and waited for him to 
come , 

This atmosphere seriously harmed the staff. 
People were intimidated by the leaders and their 
show of knowledge, were very hesitant about 
their own ideas, and began to doubt their own 
abilities. This demoralization was totally 
opposite to what we needed -- experiences for 
people to learn to respect ourselves and trust 
our own ideas, for us to feel free to suggest 
and try out different alternative strategies, 
for us to struggle with collective decision- 
making and to learn to work without bosses. 

Bureaucratic structures functioned as a very 
convenient means of bribing staff members. 

People were kept in their places, because there 
were always positions above them that they 
aspired too -- there were always salary increases 
they might get, These rewards were in the hands 
of the bosses, and they used them to keep the 
staff divided and angry at one another over their 
small salary differences, instead of at the 
bosses with the much larger salaries. 

Rhetoric vs. Reality 

The "foot work” in the neighborhoods is 
glorified in the rhetoric. Those who sit in 
offices talk about how important the door-to- 
door organizing is to the project, and how it 
is therefore "high status” work. They talk 
about how difficult neighborhood work is, and 
how "skilled” those of us who do it must be -- 
why would we envy or resent those who don't do 
it? 

Everyone in the project see through this 
smokescreen of words. We see the top three ; 
avoiding "foot work,” sitting in air conditioned 
offices, drawing high salaries, getting their 
ideas discussed and maybe tried out. 

Furthermore, they are known to others in 
the movement as the builders of the radical 
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*■ organizing project among poor whites in Durham, 
and we are thereby deprived of even the recog- 
nition that we do the work that builds. As one 
staff member put it, "It’s the bosses that get 
the glory; it's the workers that get the blame.” 

There is also a wide discrepancy between 
the publicly announced goals for society and what 
the bosses allow within the staff. People should 
control the institutions which affect their 
lives and make those institutions responsive 
to them -- as long as they are not E.P.O workers. 

We have gone into different neighborhoods 
and urged people to join ACT and have a voice 
in an organ i z at ion that belongs to them. We have 
recruited people from each neighborhood for the 
city-wide ACT Board and encouraged them to attend 
Board meetings. But one day, we were told in a 
staff meeting that none of us could attend the 
ACT Board meetings any more because that was not 
"our thing." 

Furthermore, the bosses suggested that there 
might be a procedure drawn up which would pro- 
hibit more than one community person from each 
neighborhood from attending. We neighborhood 
workers turned and looked at each other in dis- 
belief -- was this what we were working to get 
people to join -- an organization run by an ex- 
clusive central group where most working class 
people would not feel welcome and where we were 
not allowed to present our ideas? 

Real Parallels 

Not only are a lot of the characteristics 
of E.P.O. parallel to those of other institutions 
in our society, but the arguments the bosses use 
are parallel: 

1. "Students" [the E.P.O. counterpart of 
that timeless epithet "outside agitators"] are 
"conspiring" to upset the staff about "hassles" 
stemming from "personal bitterness." 

2. Staff members [read "bums"] would "rather 
argue than work." They are "personally bitter" 
and "hostile." 

3. Staff members don’t understand that 
staff democracy is "inefficient." 

4. Project Head Bridge has to have final 

decision-making powers because he is "responsible" 
for E.P 0. to Ope ration Breakthrough. 


5. Staff members have been "irresponsible. 

[Translation: Two-thirds of them disagree with 

the bosses and keep saying so.] 

6. Staff members "seem to have forgotten 
'the people.’" [Translation: They won’t 
calmly go out in the neighborhoods and do the 
shitwork and let the bosses have their way.] 

Conclusions 

We wish we could dismiss all that is dis- 
cussed above by saying that it only concerns 
our particular project in Durham. But ex- 
periences elsewhere show that similar problems 
are arising everywhere within the movement. 

It is time to re-establish certain self-evident 
truths . 

The first of these is that you cannot build 
a movement around one, two, or a small handful 
of individuals. A struggle where a few people 
make all the decisions is not a struggle but 
an ego trip for the leaders. Likewise, a 
struggle where people are manipulated and played 
off against each other is only more of what we 
already have. 

Another interrelated truth which we suspect 
may need to be reasserted in more places than 
Durham is that we cannot build a movement on 
hallucinations. The E.P.O. leaders tell their 
superiors in Operation Breakthrough that we have 
"300 to 400 active members" in neighborhood 
councils, when to say 10 to 12 members would be 
far closer to the truth. Movement people cannot 
let themselves become self-justifying and 
self-perpetuating careerists -- poverty pimps, 
as one of the neighborhood kids puts it> 

Collective decision-making is one basic 
step which is central to any successes, and even this 
won’t succeed in a group where one or two strong 
personalities can often bend the majority to 
their will. We have heard much about such types 
as the New Socialist Man. What we need to make 
ourselves is models of new democratic and anti- 
authoritarian men and women. 

-30- 
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LOS SIETE TRIAL -- NO JURY OF PEERS 
by Marjorie Heins 
LIBERATION News Service 

SAN FRANCISCO (LNS) -- The twelve people 
who will decide the fate of Los Siete de la Raza 
have been selected. The "seven of our race" are 
on trial on trumped up charges of murdering a 
policeman last summer in San Francisco 1 s Mission 
District , a Latino ghetto. The seven were doing 
political work in the Mission where latinos are 
constantly harassed and brutalized by a police 
force whose size has tripled in the last couple 
of years . 

The jury has superficial variety: some 

young people (under 35), some middle aged, and 
some old; one black man, one brown woman, one 
Asian. But in fact the jury -- like the larger 
panel from which it was selected -- is a dis- 
torted cross section of the city. Whites and 
republicans, people from the more well-to-do 
districts, are heavily represented. People of 
color, young people, and hip people, are under- 
represented. The unemployed, the under-employed 
and the poor are unrepresented altogether. 

The one black man on the jury is a nuclear 
weapons technician for the Department of Defense. 
Half a dozen other blacks were called and inter- 
rogated: all were excused by the prosecution. 

Each time this happened, Defense Attorney Charles 
Garry would rise and say: "Let the record show 

that this juror is black." Each time D.A* Tom 
Norman would reply: "I don’t think that comment 

is necessary," 

After the D.A. finished excusing 
one black man, a brother in the audience 

flashed a fist and yelled "Right on" to the 
rejected juror. 

"I must admonish the spectators not to 
express their opinions," Judge Mana ex- 
horted querulously 

"Why don’t you admonish the prosecutor for 
his racism?" the black brother shouted. He was 
quickly ejected from court. 

The chosen jury, then consists of five men 
and seven women: three secretaries, three 

bank employees, one housewife, three government 
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employees; only two of the jurors could be « 

considered workers "at the point of production." 
Not one could be considered a "peer of Los Siete. 

On Wednesday, July 1, Mana ordered the 
lawyers not to discuss the case with the press or 
to make any "extra-judicial statement about this 
case... until such time as a verdict is released 
in open court." Garry promptly announced that 
he considers the order unconstitutional and will 
not obey it. 

It seems as if Mana is trying to press the 
defense into the kind of Chicago 8 situation in 
which outbursts are inevitable with the reading 
public getting the erroneous idea that it is 
the defense that is making the trial into a 
circus. The four defense lawyers are trying their 
best not to let that situation develop. They 
want to educate the jurors and present their case 
within the rules of the court. But Mana is making 
those rules so strict that one wonders if he’ll 
allow the defense to put on any case at all. 

Through all this the D.A. has coolly continued 
to excuse black and young people from the jury, 
and to ask the same series of questions -- of 
a woman, his first question is not, "What is your 
occupation?" but "What is your husband’s 
occupation?" 

Los Siete, an organization formed last summer 
for defense of the seven on trial, keeps building 
support for the brothers. They recently held two 
rallies. The first protested the opening of the 
Bay Area Rapid Transit station (BART) in the 
Mission -- along with BART comes massive plans to 
raise property values, remove brown people from 
the Mission, and replace their homes with high- 
rises, hotels, restaurants and plastic taco stands 
for the tourists. 

Another rally was held several days later, 

with a few hundred people marching in front of 
the Hall of Injustice, chanting "Viva Los Siete" 
and "Oink, oink, Basta ya!" [Enough!] 

Squads of policemen glowered at the 
demonstrators from the steps of the courthouse. 

They had just come from a military-style ceremony 
in which Officer Richard Radetich's name was 
inscribed on an ever-lengthening list of cops 
who "gave their lives in the line of duty," 

Radetich was killed by a sniper two weeks ago in 
the Haight Ashbury district. 

-30- 
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’’THE DECISION ’S ;aKl inf uMi 

By Lie tin C I ^ .^a • d.a. 

Libe ration New j o c r . *. ^ 
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hoUii..-? I..M rrc ic in deficiency causes ^rxe’vers - 

i n * l u bfa.ii .cjl 1 s : when the victim sur- 


SABANETA DE Dcji lt_)> v liV' , J w . 

25 year^ Jose Mai ia Mai i i.ric . : i . iU u i - 1 1 g, i. ^ a _ ^ ■■ 

Glare Atlantic beach ana n^bcb^ e ci b^ihe.. cu rum 

I n f ac c ; dui mg the iHj i , ,.o - - - , n c a. a * ^ v v 0 eeri- 

er famines who inhabit thm streUi ct _oasc 
line were responsible i ^ in. d^Ji ag* 
in st the invasions which ui: ^_d rim r -to: h=.a 
good reason to ^ id: <. . ihm ^ a c a t T : u _ ~ ^ . w ' s • 

tic W aS S u - 0 6 S 5 f - * VG ic‘\ Dio. ; a A . .. ii rf j± wa- 
ists were mas sabred op on a. a a ^ a ^ 

Jose Maria ana rne o triers wa*j pv.vo._ca the 
beach so loyally were r ewa r a c a »\ ±1 h a s ana) patch 
of lan>d along the shore where they were permitted 
to bui ia shacks r or the _ r iamixiee 

Eight months a fe c. mse Ma:j.a 4 s iTu;;V.Dd 
shack blew down in as > w .m ivhen ne i .cq to 
build a new one ; he was arrested; thanks a 
new regulation which says that no new iUavvrcS 
can be erectea in the area 
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the big Dominican landowner^ are n^t about t o 
let this windfall prent crop mcc the grubby 
hands of a tew thousand peasants who h a -v s m i- 
ered on thm worthless A and a_x trie-i 

’’Cat s ; snakes > b^rds - - y.^u _u-.*an t c a 
there, but nobody worried abc^ cAm," ore 
Martinez’ neighbors ;a.a buu.i) 

The people here x.e by i.mmg w .: womm^ 
for one of the bxg mnahocurs tor * av..:a: a 
day. With the pi^t ^ t mta. a* u; p- A ^;iu. 
milk at 2 /<f a Qu^./ c ; r±cc c c .o r a poun u s 
at six cents ap ivc . chat q ^ i <* r o w e s n ' t g _ 
very far The uampesme ip^asaA.j lai. .y win _h 
tends to be ^arge c a ’ p ) a t cu . ^ s [ ± a r iS <c ; 1 1 n , 
bananas j , yuca [a r cr i _• . ^ -mu ix m ~ 

A re went, smuy by civ- Demi rix _a.r* g. . tin- 
men t remedied that Ot ^ i r h: pc ope c '.: ; xa of- 
fered from some term m .T.a.nm m .ui Ji m ; 
seri ou s being oh .. a : c a ur< Jr. i ». .. > c m ~ _ i ^ tS _ 


A-.o;air. ft to another study by the Argen- 
c.r.xciri iLvja Roiit^hner. rour children die every 
ifi -v x- m Latin America dm to diseases provoked 
Dv iridj.L- i i t vor. . Thac's ZO mil i ion dead children 
e • c r y ten ^ t ai c 

■<' k 

r -- the thousands of impoverished people 
wh_ -a.wc m the ivd.e towns and settlements along 
die r.^r dices'; coast of the Dominican Republic, 
th rir xc a vvay uut of their misery -- land. Hun- 
areas of thousands oi r±:h, tlat, empty acres of 
i ana c -a trolled by ten i: er rat en rentes -- big 
-•inaowntis -• who ha^e accumulated their vast 
h^iaiogs ever the past century by tricking and 
b/w.a xtxng the i>ame campesmos whom they now 
t'-rce tc work a: s^ave wages. Echar dia is the 
term thbt means to work by the day. Men often 
wince when they utcer these words: most of the 
men m the region have been forced to work this 
way at some c ime or ether c 

«:hr wOras of one angry middle-aged campe- 
sirvj. x got ijp at four m the morning and carry 


iOG 


mes oi plat tnos on my back to make another 


m^n rv. .h for eighty cents a day. I got twelve 
k .as o f-:ea l get up at four in the morning and 
gc’ horns o/‘ uvac at night, Day after day after day 

vx: day . ” 


a r^-_sn;iy bti.c military highway runs along 
’he b 5 .A ct :hls beachfront that has suddenly be- 
cat. c s^ . avuablfc On the other Sxde of the highway 
xS a iow ba'D^d wire fence that marks the beginning 
^ i mi .. cc or open p. : ax.'i bordered by steep hills. 
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p--s icc c -j u £ whose meat and milk are 
J - • 'h. o : ~n the export market, but not 
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raises peanuts on his two acres of land, "They get 
medicine, eat better, and sleep better on a nice 
slab of concrete." 

Raising cattle for export is easier and more 
profitable than figuring out how to use the land 
to feed hungry people. Control of the land by a 
few latifundistas (plantation owners) means hun- 
ger and deprivation for thousands and guarantees 
a cheap source of labor that keeps the latifun- 
distas rich and in control. There is only one sol- 
ution. Juan talks about it one afternoon as 
friends and family sit around the main room of 
his house. He leans forward in his simple blue 
rocking chair and he talks softly. 

"The decision is to take the land," he says. 

"How?" 

"If we have guns, take it with guns in hand. 

If we don't have guns, take it with machetes in 
hand, But the decision is to take the land." 

This isn't just brave talk. Juan was one of 
the 200 peasants arrested in 1966 for seizing 
lands that supposedly belonged to Brugal . The 
men took the land after they got tired of wait- 
ing for President Balaguer to make good on his 
promises for land reform that he made -- and 
keeps repeating -- during his first presiden- 
tial campaign. 

The politicians recognize the massive pres- 
sure of these land-hungry people. Every election 
year they go around taking down people's names 
and handing out slips of paper telling them 
that they are now registered for a lot in the 
land reform program. The paper is worthless, and 
every year the people get angrier. 

"At the present rate," says Juan, "Without 
accounting for increases in population, agrarian 
reform will take 200 years. We don’t have land 
to take care of our children. They said we had 
violated private property but we said that Bal- 
aguer promised to give us this land. It was 

just a demag 0 g lc trick." 

Juan and his wife Maria have four kids 

They'll make about $150 from the peanut crop and 
they'll live mainly on the yuca, platanos and 
manges they have planted in back of their two- 
room wooden house. Their poverty is typical of 
the region, but their consciousness is extra- 


ordinarily developed. It's worth pausing a moment 
to recount a few key moments in Juan's life. 

Juan's mother died shortly after he was bom 
and he was brought up by his grandparents . For 
many years he lived with a sister so he could 
be close to the school. Close was three miles. 

He went when he could, but he was often needed 
to work in the fields, and he stopped going to 
school at the age of 19, after completing the' 
sixth grade. But the desire to educate himself 
stayed alive. When a private evangelical school 
opened up in Sabaneta, he scraped together $45 
to pay for three months. He became an evangelico 
(a Protestant ) and began reading religious 
books. "I became a religious fanatic," he said. 

"You have to preach the truth to everyone. I 
went talking to people emerywhere." He speaks 
with a broad smile and a kind of bubbly warmth that 
you associate with a much younger person. 

These years — 1960, '61, '62 -- were tumul- 
tuous ones in the life of the country. Trujillo 
is assassinated and the remnants of his government, 
led first by his son and then his old figurehead 
president Joaquin Balaguer is driven out of 
power. Bosch is elected in 1962 and his progressive 
government shakes up the oligarchy as it tries 
to put into practice badly needed reforms. 

During this time a government literacy teacher 
had gotten in touch with Juan and helped to form 
a campesino organization in Sabaneta, but there 
was no time. Bosch is ousted by a military coup 
seven months into his four year time. 

It is the beginningof political consciousness 
for Juan, who tries to talk about Bosch after 
the coup but is hushed by the repression. 

Then a progressive minister begins to visit 
the area, Juan goes through another change. 

"The church has to be of this world of men," 
he says. "I rejected the idea of the alienation 
of religious people from the real world. I began 
to participate in the historical process." From 
that point on he is politically active 

In 1965, with 45,000 U.S. marines gradually 
crushing the pro-Bosch military .force, Juan and 
some friends attempt to reach the capital to 
fight but are prevented from entering by the 
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Yankee blockade, 

A year and a half later, back in Saoineia. 
came the land seizure and a 20 -day ^mpr iscnrr.ev 
during which Juan was severely beaten. And 
once again Balaguer has premised these poep.-.e 
land, has passed out litc^e blue s' lps cf pape: 
with people’s names and let numbers. 

But some 2000 peasants from thxs area ha\ fl- 
air eady taken the land question into their own 
hands. They have seized the steep rocky hills 
that overlook the blue Atlantic and the rugged 
beaches where U.S. investors hope to turn ever 
a fast buck. The squatters have been steadily 
slipping into the area for the past two years. 

They usually begin work clandestinely, with 
absolutely nothing but their labor power 

"I came up here nights with a piece of bread 
in my back pocket/’ said one man who was among 
the first to arrive "I worked all night and 
left at daybreak.” 

Gradually, people began working the land 
during the day. digging out the locks., turning 
over the gritty soil* planting tobacco for cash, 
and growing com, yuca and beans to eat. 

Most people went hungry the first three 
months. One man remembers scouring the hills 
for a single breadfruit and eating cne half in 
the morning and the ether in the afternoon. Ano- 
ther man says that, a year later, he still feels 
weak from those first few months. It was rough, 
says another, but they get along now. 

You can see the huts all around on hilltops 
and in the gulleys. Outside you see tobacco hung 
up to dry. Inside the women and children labor- 
iously tie together the leaves in bunches of 
five . 

Army patrols visit the area regularly,, with 

instructions to arrest anyone they find working 

there. Brugal, like the other big landowners, 

hires the soldiers from the local barracks and 

pays them five dollars a day. The peasants know 

when a patrol is coming arid most of chem hide as 

the soldiers go by. But others have found the 

soldiers friendly, After all, most of them are 

just as poor as the farmers themselves and don't 

eat very well either. One of the peasants 

t al k ed about a patrol leader, a c orporal . who 
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never arrested anybody because he was against Brugal 

Now Brugal is stringing a barbed wire fence 
across a portion of the hills that will cut off 
about 200 people from the main body and will 
bioek access to the river Without a water supply* 
and without being able to move their animals in and 
out of the area, these people cannot survive. But 
Bey have no Attention of letting the fence get 
finished They don't understand why Brugal is so 
adamant about pushing them off, 

"What does a millionaire do with rock?” asks 
one cf the men, as he gestures toward the side 
of the hill. "They have half the world taken, I’m 
a farmer and I’m not going to the city. I got ten 
kids who a. 1 ! work hard, but how could one lousy 
acre be enough? I was killing myself working by the 
day, couldn't raise chickens, nothing came up and 
what came up was exploited. I’m telling you, 
mister, this is a slavery worse than communism/' 

These people in the hills are a little happier 
now than when they had to do day-labor. But even 
with the back-breaking work they put into these 
hills. the land just isn't very good. 

"It’s giving out. The second crop of yuca is 
half as high as the first.” The peasant who says 
this is standing on top of his rocky hill looking 
out over the green plain and the ocean. He wears 
a torn shirt, torn pants, and a pair of tom rubber 
boots tied together with rope. He's got a week’s 
growth of beard ; and he looks haggard.. 

"What can you do when the land gives out?” 
he asks "You go back to echar dia , day labor -- 
or you take land on the plain,” 
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MILITANTS BURN AUSTRALIAN MUNITIONS FACTORY 

MELBOURNE fLNS) -- A fire, apparently started 
by anti-war militants with gasoline bombs, destroy- 
ed -in engineering factory in South Melbourne on 
July 6. 

An anonymous telephone caller told a Melbourne 
newspaper: "We have just bombed Me Phersons because 
r.hey make war materials,” Australia has sent 
troops and war supplies to Vietnam, to aid the U.S, 
aggress, on 

The cal lei said he was a member of the radical 
Ausr ral lan Liberation Army, reports the Associated 
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HONORABLE DISCHARGES FOR LESBIANS: 

g.l.f. wins a battle with the army 


SOLEDAD MEANS SOLITUDE IN SPANISH: 
THE TRIAL PLOT THICKENS 


» X i 


LIBERATION News Service 

LOS ANGELES (LNS) -- Thanks to the inter- 
vention of the Gay Liberation Front, two 
WACs are receiving honorable discharges from 
the U„S. Army for homosexualityo 

After Sandy Hagen, 20, was told by her 
sergeant at Fort Me Clellan that she would 
have to end her relationship with Antonitta 
Garland, 23, to dress more "feminely" and 
to wear make-up, the two WACs went AWOL in 
Los Angeles after enjoying a 17-day leave of 
absenceo It was in L.A„ that they contacted 
the GLF for help in avoiding further harass- 
ment from the army. 

The GLF notified the Pentagon and set 
a date and place for the return of the two 
WACSo When the iMPs arrived to arrest the 
women, accompanied by assorted high brass, 
they found a large number of reporters and 
TV cameras there to greet them 0 The mili- 
tary delegation promptly did an about-face 
and left without the WACs. 

The Army ignored them for a month* Tired 
of their uncertain state, the women finally 
turned themselves in at Fort Me Clellan. The 
GLF then began legal proceedings to obtain 
the immediate release from the Army, with 
honorable discharge, of Sandy and Antonitta 0 

The case was successful. As of mid-June, 
the GLF has received requests for similar 
assistance from 27 other WACs. 

For more information about G,L.F>, call 
New York 212-243-2437; Boston 617-282-9181; 
Chicago 312-955-7433; Hartford 203-246-1411; 
Los Angeles 213-484-1094; Philadelphia 
2 1S-MI-9- 0705 ; Berkeley 415-848-9696. 
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AN ARMY OF LOVERS CANNOT BE 
DEFEATED 

+ + + + + +f+4 + + 4 + 444 + 4 + 4.+ *.444 + 4+ T 4-4 + 4 + 4.44-t+44 + 44 

PLEASE PAY YOUR JULY BILL 1 !!! 
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by Karen Wald 
LIBERATION News Service 

Soledad , n. : Solitude, lonliness , • t .a lonely 

'place, a desert » 

— Valaequez Spanish English Dictionary 

1]- we can reach each other through all this: 
fences , fear-, concrete, steel, barbed wire, guns— 
then history wtll commend us for a great victory 
won . 

— George Jackson, a Soledad Brother 

SALINAS, Calif. (LNS) --The Soledad Brothers-- 
George Jackson, Fleeta Drumgo, and John Clutchette 
--three black men on trial for murdering a guard 
at California's Soledad State Prison--found them- 
selves out on a tier in front of their cells along 
with "Snuffy" Smith, a white inmate facing prosecu- 
tion for an earlier attempt to wrest keys from a 
guard in order to attack the three. 

They were surprised, because there is an iron- 
clad rule at Soledad that no more than three prison- 
ers can be out on a tier at a time* Guards lurked 
in the comers as white inmates called out "Get that 
nigger! " 

George and Snuffy approached one another, 
reached out... and shook hands* 

Exactly the thing that all the hell in Soledad 
is designed to prevent -- one human gesture between 
men whom the authorities have decided beforehand 
shall hate one another. 

Snuffy and four others -- three whites and one 
Chicano -- are facing charges of assault on a guard 
to get his keys. The prison-keepers said the five 
were Nazis and wanted to off George, Fleeta and 
John for killing the guard in January, or maybe just 
for being black and Marxist. Given the intense race 
hatred which the guards stir up among the blacks, 
browns and whites imprisoned at Soledad, the story 
had a certain plausibility. 

But George Jackson told his lawyers it wasn't 

true and asked them to help defend his five "would- 

be assassins" When The group appeared in court on 

July 1 to stand trial, two of the Soledad Brothers' 

lawyers and over fifty supporters from the Defense 

Committee appeared with them 
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• (A few weeks before, these same radical lawyers 
and the angry people who backed them up had forced 
Judge Anthony Brazil to admit that Monterey County 
couldn’t give the Soiedad 5 a lair trial and tc grunt 
a change of venue to San Francisco.; 

Judge Brazil paled, quickly granted a continu- 
ance of the case for four weeks ; and tied the court- 
room, slamming the door t:o his chambers Dehind him 
The court reporter refused to perform Without hxs 
judge, and a lawyer’s half - comp let ed sentence dangled 
in the air. 

But the most important point had already oeen 
made. The four prisoners ''one of the white had been 
ruled insane and sent tc Vacavi;j.e; walKed into a 
crowded courtroom past a line of friendly faces, A 
young black woman with a bushy natural walked up to 
one and shook his hand ” i ' m Penny Jackson* George’s 

sister,” she said The prisoner smiled broadly* 
offered his prison-pale hand, and said "Right on’” 

O-wing, the maximum security ward of Soiedad, 
is the worst part of a prison described by *ts in- 
mates as another Dachau. Locked into tmy ; cold 
cells with only bars on one side and an open window 
letting in fog and cold air on the other, che pris- 
oners shiver at night and roast during the day 
Guards pass by the cells, spitting in at black 
prisoners, cursing them, race -baiting They encour- 

age white and Chicano prisoners to do che same 
Twenty-four hours a day, m shifts, the foulest of 
taunts from the language of racist Amenka,” George 
Jackson calls it . 

Inmates report numerous incidents of black 
prisoners being set upon by' whites with hand-made 
knives, or just beaten up by a gang of other prison- 
ers. Sometimes this is a way to gee x~xd of both. 

. ’o»'e often, the whites go free. The cursing from 

'** nd cell doors continues all day, every day, a 
constant drone which every once in a while cause* 
a black man to break down, screaming or lashing out 
at his persecutors. Then the prison guards have 
won . 

Once a man is locked up in jail, ic is usual i> 

pretty easy for experienced guards t-r see tha«. he 

stays there. Race-bait *ng, spitting, enov.ng tin- 
ally induce the pnsone" to react, once he does, he 
lashes out at the guard, ine> have him ror lx re a 
man who misbehaves m prison xSn't e.^gib^c for 
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parole. A man who has a sentence with a maximum 
of rife faces the gas chamber if he reacts. 

"a few days after my arrival”, one prisoner 
told the Soiedad Brothers’ lawyers, ”an inmate 
by the name of C.C, was deliberately put i n 
exercise group with seven non- black inmates and 
he was deliberately and wantonly set upon and stab- 
bed to death by three of those seven inmates while 
prison officials stood by indifferently and watched. 

’’Three other black inmates and myself were 
forced to stand helplessly at our doors, locked 
in our cells, and watch it, shouting at the guards 
to break it up, but they stood by with tear gas 
guns and watched until C.C. fell into a puddle 
of his own blood. Then they shot tear gas. 

’’They didn’t even take the knives from them,” 
the prisoner continued: "Later they went to court 
and lied for the inmates who murdered C.C. by saying 
that he attacked them with an ink pen and they 
overpowered him and took the pen away and killed 
him with it, ” 

Another incident: "A black inmate by the 

name of P< refused to come out of his cell and 
was repeatedly tear-gassed until he passed out. He 
was taken to the officers’ area and when he regained 
consciousness a struggle insued and P. was wantonly 
beaten and called ’nigger’ repeatedly. He was 
then taken to the hospital; he died the same day. 

His death was passed off as heart failure.” 

When black prisoners protest their treatment 
at the hands of the guards, they are almost always 
put in isolation in the "strip cells." Almost 
ail the men of "maximum security" O-wing have 
spent time in one of thse six-by-eight-foot metal 
sages. The front wall of each cage is steel bars 
covered with mesh. 

A solid wall along the corridor keeps light 
out from that side; the tiny windows in each cell 
were covered with a metal flap that is always closed 
keeping the prisoners in near-total darkness. 

There is no furniture in the cells, and 
most have only a hole in the floor for a toilet. 
Toilet facilities in the strip cells can only 
be flushed from the outside by a guard. They 
r.:e usuai.1/ left unflushed for prolonged periods 
of time The cages are almost never cleaned 
•unicss a medical inspection forces it. 

) i 


Page IS 




... c- 


July 8 , 1970 


. .more . , . 


The naked prisoners kept in these cages are 
given no water to wash with, sparsely rationed 
toilet paper, no soap or facilities to wash or 
brush their teeth. Body filth piles up. There 
is no heat in the cages. Sometimes a small, stiff 
piece of canvas is thrown in to serve as a ’’blanket. 

Twenty-nine days is the average stay in a 
strip cell. Twenty-nine days without light, 
clothes, a blanket, or cleaning facilities. 

That’s for talking back to a guard or less. At 
his own discretion the lowest-level guard can 
send a man to the strip cell for up to 60 days. 

In the middle of January 1970 a group of 
seven black and eight white prisoners from Sole- 
dad’s 0-wing -- after months of vicious attempts 
by the guards to stir up hatred between whites, 
blacks and Chicanos -- were released for the 
first time into a prison "exercise yard." Then, 
as white prisoners watched with approval, and other 
blacks looked on helplessly from their cells, the 
white tower-guard overlooking the prison yard aimed 
his gun and fired at the ground. Three black men 
died . 

Three days later, the coroner’s jury ruled 
the deaths were "justifiable homicide." The guard 
and the white prisoners agreed there had been a 
gang fight between white and black prisoners and 
the guard shot to break it up. 

On the fourth day a white guard was found 
dead in Y-wing. 

The prison officials picked George Jackson, 
Fleeta Drumgo, and John Clutchette for the gas 
chamber. Some outside supporters think these 
three brothers offed the prison guard to deal jus- 
tice in a system that refused to do so. Some 
people think these three brothers didn't do it 
at all, but were chosen as scape-goats because 
the prison had reasons for wanting to get rid of 
them. 

There is no question that the law is out to 
lynch them in either case. For months their law- 
yers were refused the right to question prisoners 
or inspect the site of the killing. Meanwhile, 
Y-wing has been structurally altered beyond recog- 
nition, and key witnesses have been scattered to 
far-flung prisons throughout California. 


And this is the lynching of men with a very 
definite political identity. Take George Jackson, 
for example -- a magnetic, tender man who knew how 
to reach out to five non-black inmates whom he had 
been told tried to kill him, and forged a comrade- 
ship and awareness of who the real enemy is. He 
describes himself as "a dirty, a real dirty red." 

He didn't start out in prison that way. George 
was arrested when he was 18 years old for second 
degree burglary (no weapons, no assault), and got 
sentenced to one year to life when he "copped a 
plea" without consulting a lawyer. And ten years 
have passed. 

"This is the tenth year of this -- actually 
the 28th, but I was too numb to feel the first 18," 
he says in anger. Jackson studies, works and writes 
21 hours a day in his cell. "Time seems to be rush- 
ing away from me. In prison men generally sense a 
slowdown and narrowing in of time and space. This 
ten years (especially the last few months) has 
gone from me. It seems like ten days. It’s been 
like trying to hold water in your hands, or quick- 
silver in your fingers." 

Ten years in prison have by force given birth 
to a very full political understanding. At this 
point George Jackson identifies with Fanon, Che, 

Uncle Ho, Chairman Mao, women's liberation, the 
struggle against militarism and fascism, the 
Vietnamese and the Palestinian Arabs. (A collection 
of his letters and essays will be published in the 
fall.) 

As the trial of the Soledad Brothers awaits 
a courtroom in San Francisco, the three defendants 
have no illusions that their case -- not just 
their immediate case, but their ultimate cause -- 
can be won without a life-and-death struggle, 

"Nixon and the ventriloquists that make him 
speak hold forth by default," George Jackson observes, 
"They met little or no resistance on their way up. 

Good people don't like to cut throats .... But the 
V.C. have the idea. They understand a trial by 
combat, an ordeal by fire. You simply can't 
reason with people like that, they have too much to 
lose by being reasonable." 

(Money for the Soledad Brothers Defense Fund 
can be sent to Fay Stender, 2210 Grant St., 

Berkeley, California . ) 
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